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Dr. Vaishali Meshram, Assislant professor

Dr. Ivl. K. Urnlthe Colleue. NaupLrr

Abslract:
Dr' Ilhabani Bhatlacharla has closclr uitnes:ecl Indian cultural lifc as lell as rn alicn crillLrrc

irl Irrdia and ablolLcl lle l'lils spcnt most of his lilc in abroad and hence has ln cxpcric6ee ofhoi6 ilc
lives Wc' therefbre. crtn say Bhabani Ilhattacharra is the heir to the cLrlturiil r.ichcs ol-trro rlorlcls
thc East and th: wcst. Ilaving an eclectic tctnpcr, he has absorbed the inllrrences fiom diver.sc
sources, and is inllucnced b1' the dcmo'acy as prcachecl by British statesmen as rveI but
trnforttrnatei\ llritish rtrlers didn't lbllorv thosc noble idcas in lndia. lle has witnesscd thc conclition of
India during Bengal fltninc and NationaMovenent. Ileing a protbuntl schrrlar of an Indian histor1,,
he has concentratcd Lrpon the great Indian tradition of integration ofdiversc and conf)icting clenlents,
vrewpoints and cultures. I lis creative *brk artistically ernbodies in miniaturc of the csscntial Indian
ideal of unitf in divcrsitl' resulting frotn the compromise between the varioLrs nspecls of lil'e, This
i esearcir paper artns al slttdying and analvzing the theme of reconciliation i. e. thc slnlhes is of the East
irnd the West reflccted in tne novels of Dr. Bhabani Bhattacharya.
Keyrvords: Rcconciliation. Synthesis. Fusion. l.radition, Motlernit,v, Cornpronrisc
Introduction:

I{aving a positivc attitLrde tor arcls life. IlhattachaNa upholds the policv ol corDpr.orrise
Det\\een the 1wo oDp()site Nays ol- lite orthodox) and modernity. materi lisnl and idealisrrr and
spirjtttalism and ittdtrslrialistn. A t-il-e ofjoy and hope rs possible through thc icleal ofslnthcsis in lii-e.
Bha[achar\a rnakcs a verv crcar staternent rcgarding this through one of rris c5aracrcr.s .-integrarion

of the simple ard thc sophisticated. the ancic.t and trre rnociern. city and vilrage. []ast and wes'-
(Shadorv fiont l.adaklr: 2l 5 ) I Iighliqhting the significant characteristics of thc lirsir.rn of thc traditional
ard the rnode.rr 

'alLres 
of lrhattacharla. Dr. K.R. chandraseknaran apry rcrlrafks. ..with his

pro.llrcssivc idcas arld his vision ofa glorious lirturc hc has also great admirati{)r1 lirr the spiritual arrcl
crrltural herilage of the couttlrv l-ike the 

-qrcat rren $hom he adnrired particularll laqofe and Candhj,
he is also a bLrildc. ol bridge bet*een rhe prescrl and thc past." (chandrasckrraran: g)

Bhaltachar)-a cQnvevs the idea of the inlegration of approaches ancl the blcndinir oi-values
tlrtottgh his novels. lle docs nol elaborate the therlre ofsynthesis dircctl), in his lllsr novel So iVlrnr
llLrngers. but in other novels he earnestly tries b blcnd the traditional and thc nrodern vaiues of lifc
and aft Bhattaclrl^a. in his first novel So Mony Flrrrgel' presents a blenlirrc of tradition a1d
modcrnit,v- sllblly btll intprcssively. Ile synthesizcs thc olcl ancl the nelv vatLrcs through diflcrent sets of
characters and cpisotles llc pro.jects his beliel that lifc is all cornprorrrse, and thcfe can be unitv in
diversity thtotrgh thestories ofthe DasLr lhmily in (ialcLrtta and Kajoli's larnily in Baruni.'Ihe Basr.r
lamilv of CalcLrtta has six nrembers in all conrprising of lbur mares and lwo |en.rarc rnenrbcrs. A
cxccpt one livc logelhcr under one roof despitc rlore or lcss oppositiorr t(, one ilrrotlrer wil6 rhe
!'xception of l{ahoLrl arxl DL'vata. ,vet they livc pcacefirlly and happill, togcllrer. l.hc cltlcsl rnember of
this fhrnih. L)e\csh llitsu rrho is above scvent.v. is ilr] canrest candhite. an iilealist irnrl li.ccdonr liglrtcr.
and livcs ina r'illagc [)evata's son. Satrrarcndra Basu.just opposite to his iathcr. is ir llrrcr.ialist and a
realist' rnicldle lgcel ltlitn rlitlt grecd fol tnonef itnrl Ianrc and lrls a nrolto tlrc errtl jrrslilics nreans-'
Ilis cltlcst s0n. fiahoitl is a sciertisl. an iilcalist irncl has a ilcep lnith iI Ihc nrorrl r,irlrrt,s ol lrtrrnan liii
Flesides nlalc trctttt'tcrs. l.:nlale members ol llastr larnily narncly Rahorrl s nrollr(f ir)(l lris rvil-c MoniLr.

i{
,ar'\to .--'?.,

* \2'2

also ,lave difle'ent tcrrpcraments and outrooks or rirc. rtis rrother is a Ir'lrcrrelrr rrirrrrcrl
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Monjrr lacks practical rvisdorl. \\'e qct a crcar irnplession after anaryzing nren and rvornel charoctcrs
ol flasu lanlilv that the)' havc altogelher varying terlpcranrents. allitudes and \\avs ancl nrtxjes oi lilt
r d )cl tltcrc is no clash bet\\ccn thent.

Kltioli is not highll' edLrcatcd or sophisticalcd bu1 lhere exists a gfeat allinily bctwecn hcr and
the old lnan I)evata. Sirrilarlv Ki5hore's happl trnion u,ith Kajoli arrcl their ln111rral a(lilstmenl
stntbolizcs Bhallacharta's idcas of blendirg 01-lhc lraditional and the rnodern vaiues. 13ha1achar1.a
sho\\s tllc encotrnter ofthe old valucs and the nerr,through rhc episode in rvhich a ilestitulc rtirl bares
hefsell-not onll' 1o save hetsclf but also to save a nrrnrber of otllcr dcslitule fl-om starvalion. She is
conrr]on yet uncommon, lradirional and yer nrodcrn. ideal and yet rcal girl of motlern Inilia. In thc
beginning the qirl appears lcl bc Llnconventional ancl dillerent wher) wc fincl her srrrrcntling to the
aninral passions ofthe alien sold;els bLtt becomes one o1'lhe extraordinarr ones when she sperrds all
her tttoney to fced the slarvirrg deslilute. She exalls herself on hurnan level while derneanins her on
phvsical lcvel and rises to thc rrosition of mother.

Bhatlacharya in MusicJbr Mohinl gives a cletailed study ofthe old and the nerv values of life in
Indian socicty. Here he puts forward the views lhal reconciliation between contrary rdeas and values
i e. modet n and traditional can lead to a happy and harmonious ljfe. fhere are tro sels of characters:
firsr who uplrold the old. estabrished varues of tlre past and secondry, trrosc who preatr for change and
deviation frorn the dead past in lavour ofthe ncw ideologies thal sLrit the modern age. Birattacharya
.juxtaposes differenl antagonislic clraracters to bring out their ideological conflicl and trnallv leads
Ihcnr 1o\\ards reconciliation. Mohini's fathcr. synthcsizcs the old and the nrodern valucs in his
cllaracter. llorrever, he vields to old Mother's outclated nolions because of his tradirional lor,.c lor lris
nother and belief in contprornise. Old Mothcr, on the other hancl. is also flexible. does nol adhcre
rigidlv to hel outdated corlservative ideas anci conrpronrises u,ith nrodcrnit-r,-the spirlt o1'thc n*v
tinles. Ir []llattachaTa's ou'n rvords. 'Every Suntiav evcning thc ramily wenl to the cirrepra. ojlen an
Indian fllnl. rhough old Nrother. uith ar her o'thocrox heart. enjoyeci Engrish pictur.es as we -the
"slradou'-show" \\'as 10 her rnind a u'onder of rr,orrders. trre supreme achievemenl of the wesrern
people.'' (N4usic lor N4ohini: p. 30) ln this wa) ijhartachar_va svnthesrzes thc old values u,ith lhe nerv
ones rn llrc characlers ol-1hc I)Iolessof and the OId Mother. i\,lohini has ro adjust uit5 her mother-in-
la\\''s absolul(r ideas and sLrPerslitious belicfs aiier heI nrarriage r,,,itlr.laycler'. lrr the bcginrrin-u she
fintls it ttnbcarable since she' has been brouqht up in a differenl ervironrnenl. Slle strLrg-qlcs hard to
accolnmodate herself cornfortabll at Behula. Eventuallv Mohini arrd her rnother-in-lary u'ho rcprescnl
the modern and the traditional values respectivclv. begin to undersland cach 01her. Her nrollrer-in-larv
also stafts to chan.qe her ideas so as to put up witlt ne$ age. lt is nor that llha acharva alrvars makes
llis votlugel characters sr'rbnrit before the aged ones 1() pres(jnt the mLrtual acllLrstment. Ile also nrakes
his old charactcrs r-ealize itt lhcif lurn the genLrine der',ands oflhe new agc. Ihe Mother rcalizes the
necd ofcontpromise in order 1o end all the discords in lifc. 'lhis rcalizaliorr br.ings the rrrotlrer nearer to
JaYadcY and Mohini. Thus rhe discord behveen the nrolhel and thc son. lhe rrother- ir)- ia \\ ar]d the
daughter-in- lau' and the hrrstrand and the rtife entls. As a sclrolar he rs scnsitive to moder.r liber.al and
progressive ideas- while as tl'tc Inaster of the llig llouse he synrbolizes the old tradirions in his
personality. Tl'rough rooted in lhe past- he does nol lose sight of his Yisiorr o1-the neu, clawn. 

.[he

synlllcsis ol the old and the neu' values is also eviilcnl in the slorr of I lar.indr.a's firmiiy. l lis lalhcr. thc
old Kavirai. has been practicingllle ancient Indian AltrrvetJic srsrcnr ofnrcdicine fol ovc1 lilr.rr,y,ears
and considcrs it a verv cll'ective for all solls ol'cliseases \.hcreas l-larindra. a firll-fleclged sLrr.gcon-
edtlcalcd and trained in a westcfn-sl)le vedical ('ollege argues Lrpholds tllat rrloderl nrcdicincs ar.c
morc ellecli!c in curing diseascs. l-he milacle happcns arcl llre mother's lifc is sarecl a1d t6c. olcl nra.
li'es happil,v *ith his wilt ancl son. qtrite reconciled to lhe nrodern varrres ano svsrerls.
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IIe ll/ho Riles o Tiger also presents the 
"n.ting 

offi
;,.1:lTl]::'l l'::::j:,:ll":^":1Y,: :*:, 

adhercnce ,o",h" 
",,ob,,,h",r 

sociar code nor an ab^,prbrcak ri'rn ir is bcneficiar ro nran- Karo has r iirrn fhith in the #;;;;;";;,J"; # ;"T:ilsirrprc scl 0f varues sucrr as honesty, hard-rvork ancr fairh in ra\r, and jLrstice. -r.he 
oppressivei)\\'irrcrcss of his rorv birth, poverty, hunger, three nronth's irnprisonrncnt lof a srna, ofi.ence. his rvorkrrs ir i)fothel-llouse agent, and above all Lekha's degradation and humiliation in thc harlot-hotrse arcllrc l.clors rvhich turn Karo irrt. a social reber. l re incta rnorphoses hinserf anrl castcs au,a1, rhe ordr'alttcs artd rebels against the cntire social s).,stefi. e rcnounces Iris caste anrr lrecomes a (wice_t]ornb-\j \learng the sacred Brahminic thread across his chest, revorts agarnsl .rradition, fiee fionr rrisspi'ituar bondage and emerges as a modern man rvilh the r.crease frorn the opprcssive bondage ofcrassand caste and starts believing in the rrodern rnan's lhirh in equatity betlvecn rr.ran and man. There isanotlrer rnstance ofthe brending between the tracritionar and the rnooern ererncnts in the union of.Chandra Lekha with B- 10.

Bhattacharya's,1 Godtress Nomed Gord ()e,,rs with the theme ot.trre confronration of thc ordand the varues acquire a new dimension in trre nover. Atmaram cotnbrnes spirituar faith und ,rro,l.r,loutrook in rif'e in his character tc sings his orvn fbrk songs and thus keeps the ancient rorkrore arive tothern. I le is also arvare ofthc cxis
r he rich. H e knows rhe,,,0",,";:'JgJT:, ::l:'llr,x:l.,]TI 

"]:ffi Tfi ::,:JTH:"il: j:aga,rst the Scth fhe rninst.er is a candhian idearist who lvants bettef Iif.e for the peopre ol.orrrcorrtfy He is practicai- m ind ed rnan and is iury aware of trre danger ro hrs peopie fiorn the setrr.sunsc*purous rvays He gives Meeri an amurer' lo save,ot orr,v his orvn fanriry. but the entire viragctrom the seth's dead ry crutcr)cs. r re takes the rn idd re coL':e betweea lwo \.va\ s .f. ril.e and represe nts ahappy synthcsis of the old and the new erements in his character. ivreera arso sholvs the brend of oiclvitr'cs 
'tnd 

modern outrook in her character. Ller nrarriage with sohanrar synrborizes the union of theold and lhe nerv values.

The s)'ntllesis of the lrrclian'spiritual valucs and the westcrn r.odernisrn is the central rhern"ot Bhaltacharya's cclebratecl nor
the old traditjons ancl t'e new e/)el, 

Sha4ow Jron Lotlokh. Satya.itr bclieves in a healthy syntlresis of

nationar prosperity He thinks,,,i::'J.,;r',_1,:'.: i[:i,]: ]r:?ilT,:::;::llil;liil,l?llili" ii"asserts' "Steeltorvn belongs to the present. canclhigrarn lo lhe firture. steelro!,vn nr.st do its work. Burwhcn that rvork is cone, when the materiar benelits of production have been tirry anaine<,. Steertorvn.decrspit and soulless, will have
lbrr'arcr .,(Shadorv 

rrom .-"r"*nll,Ti!iil,,il"T;.*;"HlJ,-;i:::,lJ'lllffff il.:i:"::ll:rncets Darai Lama at Darjeering and makes it crcar to hirn as wet. SLrruchi ars. preads fbr a synthesisot traditionar and modern varues of rife- She berieves in trre 
-fagorean phirosophy of Integratio'. shedoes not appreciate Candhigram.s rigid adherence to,h" nrtOuti ,.r

hcr' rhere must be a svnrhiis ortrre ord and the new in the 
',n 

Jlli: liL::tffJ:,*:Till;::satyajit and Suruchi is a synthcsis ofthe old and nerv values. Bhattacharya brends the asceticis.l withwotldliness in their marriage. Satyajit is a spirinralist. worldly pleasLrres are atways liale to hi' andstrtves hard for higher spiritual attainmenfs. Bhattacharya thus happil), blends traclirion rvirhnrodernily in the union ofsatyajit and SLrruchi. flhashkar''s character rtsert is. ctrri.trs n)ixture of trreord and thc nerv varues. He has rived rong in rhe west, bLrt does not rorger rris r.dian 
'eritagc. 

Irc hasa high respect for the basic l.rurnan valrres nevertheless: he docs no

l;::]::.,:::il:ll::::.11::,nt*.'"rcs rnLro,b,cdr,\ n r,ii,r1. ff:"l]'.lliiiilliliil-,h,liii;knowtcdge of wesrcm civirizarion an<r rvanrs to inrrod.cc u 
'" 

,"0,"',,"i",,,",;:l; ;.',,llllrlT:: ;il
::::l::.:il::: ]r" 1i"": nrore to the Easr rhan ro rhc west. fhus rrc p.cl!.rs sL''ir. ro nu", r./(iffinra.r'iage with Surnira arsu shorvs a brending orrr)c a,rt:,go,risljc,",,,:: ll:';:,il;li'li',ii,,lt'li; tn^
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elenrerrls. lltc tiietrdship betueen Sa1\aiil and Bircsrvar signifies thc s_,-rrlhcsis oflhc idealislic and llr.
rcalistic valLtcs of lif'c. Bhatlacharla. himself asserts, 'Life is all conrpromisc. Onc Iields a bi1 hcrc
lnd ilcts il back eiserrhcrc.- (Shailou lionr Ladakh: I l5)
( onclusion:

In this lay Dr. Ilhaltacharya blcnds the old and the ncl'r'alucs in his ntalc as lell as female
cllaraclcrs. lt is nol that he al$ays makes his 1'orrnger chalacters sLrbrnit betbre the aged ones 1o

plescnl thc mutual ad.iuslntcn1. Ile also nrakes his old characters realize in their tLrrn thc genLrinc
clctlratlds ol lhc nc* agc. He illustrales that ncilhcr a rigid adherencc to lhc establisltcd social code nor
lll'l irbrLlll break frorn it is bcneficial 1o Inan. 'l hc novelisl has sLrcccssfully tlcpiclecl an integr.atccl
lirnrih, in alnrost all his novcls.'l here is a clueer arnalgan ofthc old and thc )'oung. rhe idcslist and rhe
rnatcrialist. a,td thc intpcrialist and the dcn)ocrat.
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