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A virtual guest lecture was organized by the Department of political Science

and National Service Scheme in Dr. M. K. umathe college. Dr. Ashwini Khapare

was the keynote speaker on this occasion and she gave guidance on the topic of
Panchayat Raj and women Empowerment. The society's perceptibn is that she

should be taken care ofby her lather when she was young. by her husband when she

was young. and by her son when she was old, because she was a slave in such a

society. Al1er independence, the idea of women's empowerment came to the tbre.

although women constitute half of the society, it has not developed as much as it
should be. especially in rural areas. so that women have a secondary position. the

constitution was amended to allow women to participate in the panchayat Raj

system. Initially 30 percent reservation was given. Later reservation was made above

50 percent and the intention was to have public participation in the process of
democratization. But now the attitude towards women in all fields has. widened.

wornen's views are respected. womenls panicipation in politics has increased due

to oppoftunities in politics and social causes. Despite the oppofiunity given to her,



women are still facing the issue of safety, so women need to be physically fit.
Although women have becomg financially self-reliant due to their educational

advancement, women will be truly empowered. only if both men and women.work

equally and cooperate wth each other. This virtual lecture series was moderated by

Dr. Vinod Khedkar and the vote of thankb was given by Dr. Kalpana Tekade. All the

professors and most of the sftldents of.the college were lresent on the occasion.
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